Claims 



[cl] What is claimed is: 

A multi-media distribution system comprising: 
a distributor having a plurality of locations; 

an external interface receivable within one of said plurality of locations, said 
external interface operable to receive content from a Wide Area Network; and 
a home network interface receivable within one of said plurality of locations , 
said home network interface in communication with said external interface to 
distribute the content to at least one communication device. 

[c2] The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1 , wherein each of said 

external interface and said home network interface are a removable card. 

_ [c3] The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1, wherein said home 

# network interface includes a feed through circuit. 

ft [c4] The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said home 

P network interface includes a divider. 

f [c5] The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said home 

H network interface includes a Local Area Network Hub. 

[c6] The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said Wide 

13 Area Network includes a Digital Subscription Line which provides analog voice 

content and digital packet data content. 

[c7] The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said Wide 

Area Network includes a cable service which provides digital voice content and 
analog television content. 

[c8] The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said Wide 

Area Network includes a Direct Broadcasting Service which provides digital 
television content. 

[c9] 

The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1 , furthering including: 
a digital/analog - analog/digital converter in communication with said external 
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interface; and 

a central processing unit in communication with said digital/analog - 
analog/digital converter; and 

a peripheral bus in communication with said central processing unit to 
communicate said content to said home network interface. 

[clO] The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 9, wherein said 

peripheral bus communicates between a plurality of home network interfaces. 

[cl 1] A multi-media distribution system comprising: 

a distributor having a plurality of locations; 

a Digital Subscriber Line external interface receivable within one of said plurality 
of locations, said Digital Subscriber Line external interface operable to receive 
analog voice content and digital packet data content from a first Wide Area 
Network; 

a cable service external interface receivable within one of said plurality of 

locations, said cable service external interface operable to receive digital voice 

content and analog television content from a second Wide Area Network; 

a first home network interface including a divider circuit receivable within one 

of said plurality of locations, said first home network interface in 

communication with said Digital Subscriber Line external interface to distribute 

the analog voice content to at least one communication device; 

a second home network interface including a Local Area Network Hub receivable 

within one of said plurality of locations, said second home network interface in 

communication with said Digital Subscriber Line external interface to distribute 

the analog television content to at least one communication device; 

a third home network interface including a Local Area Network Hub receivable 

within one of said plurality of locations, said third home network interface in 

communication with said cable service external interface to distribute the digital 

voice content to at least one communication device; and 

a fourth home network interface including a divider circuit receivable within one 

of said plurality of locations, said third home network interface in 

communication with said cable service external interface to distribute the 

analog television content to at least one communication device. 



APP_ID=09683164 



Page 8 of 14 



[cl 2J The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1 1 , furthering 

including: 

a Direct Broadcasting Service external interface receivable within one of said 
plurality of locations, said Direct Broadcasting Service external interface 
operable to receive digital television content from a third Wide Area Network; 
a fifth home network interface including a feed through circuit receivable within 
one of said plurality of locations, said fifth home network interface in 
communication with said Direct Broadcasting Service external interface to 
distribute the digital television content to at least one communication device; 
The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1 1 , furthering 
including: a digital/analog - analog/digital converter in communication with 
said external interface; and 

a central processing unit in communication with said digital/analog - 
analog/digital converter; and 

a peripheral bus in communication with said central processing unit to 
communicate said content to said home network interface. 

[cl 3] The multi-media distribution system as recited in claim 1 3, wherein said 

: peripheral bus communicates between a plurality of home network interfaces. 

m [cl 4] A method of distributing multi-media content within a home/office 

§0 environment comprising the steps of: 

(1) receiving content from a plurality of Wide Area Networks through a single 
distribution point; 

(2) directing the content from the single distribution point to a plurality of 
Home Network Interfaces; and 

(3) accessing the content on a plurality of communication devices in 
communication with each of the Home Network Interfaces. 

[cl 5] A method as recited in claim 1 5, wherein said step (1 ) further comprises 

removably locating a removable interface within said single distribution point 
for each of the plurality of Wide Area Networks. 

[cl 6] A method as recited in claim 1 5, wherein said step (2) further comprises 

distributing the content over a peripheral bus. 
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